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The Distance (This)  Laura Mullen (2005)   
  
 
 
1. (New) Bridge / As Here 
 
A way [tracing]   (even closer) (divisions of)   (foliated) 
     (apportion) these soundings 
Follow  
A name under another  (to a vanishing)    point (“pont”) 
 
 
Leaning out 
 
 
Sonant    (interval)    (to keep)  
 
 
Successive    A word for 
     The word for    (“       ”) 
 
Another 
 
 
Name (you tried) remember (to forget) another    (under which) 
     paused 
 
Something of the river’s silver-blue length chopped at   green shadows 
 
Periodic      
 
(Perspective of bridges so the water was)                 (       ) (     ) 
 
 
 
 

 
2. [Apparition] 
 
Under which a distance opened moving / As of enforced / As / (Under which: stopped—at the 
lips) / What? / Taken apart so as not / The way a name under another name is not / A body under 
another body / (Memory), not / ‘a mass grave’  / Though you might say (             ) in place of  
(               ) / au lit / While in the air the lit or illuminated / lights / While apart from or to one side 
of the action / “for” / You could mistake / another time / (Looked up to see the waiter—off—
finishing someone’s drink) / just as / meaning  / Or gradually to lose an accent / The way a way / 
Opening other / points of departure / Your current / lover’s / name / for instance 
 
Flowing just under an echo /(also) / Seductive / its traceable / Wake   
 
    Said a different 
    Said No, I didn’t know I  
    Said nothing, looked—the self 
       Betrayal—shocked 
 
Held still there in a silence     Another silence 
 
 

 
 

 
3. As (Instance) 
 
Viewing [oui, j’ai vu] a film [c’est le meme] in your ‘own’ language (“v.o.”) in another country 
you might find yourself (still? also?) reading the subtitles. Or, remembering later a certain 
passage you might (not) remember you’d been reading: recalling fragments (interwoven) of both 
spoken dialogue and written translation (you were rendering back into..., testing against...), 
against the flow of images--white letters revenant near the bottom of the screen  
       Hovering, slightly unsteady— 
 
snagged on something unseen for a second and submerged replaced (to be replaced) again 
       slippages of momentary agreement 
 
(see: forget)      gloss 
plein de 
erreur / eros 
       (these versions) fault 
 
 
 

 



4. Or Else (Intersection) 
 
Hearing (“long-distance”) the duration of the call your voice after your voice echoing broken 
vocables (too) slowly fading sounded a layered essentially flat (theatrical) space (“space”) (      ) 
(a series of spaces or intervening views of one, resonant: to see like a spy, like a spider....) during 
and halted to let the (mocking) echoes die (“I...”) before continuing meanwhile (I’ll) (“under”? 
“answer”? dernier [halts]) the caller--not hearing or only more faintly--wondered as though  you 
gestured toward a  (         ) only apparent to your 
     
    Stopping to let the phoneme 
    Subside speaking again and again 
    Stopping: that “tinny” ring (wringing) 
 
(Or) you thought someone was trying your door as so near (“next door”) someone was  
(Trying) later 
Reverberate—wake—backwash shattered pattern against which (this)  ver or berge 
 
 
Lay there rigid trying (that cadence—syllables?—he murmured in sleep)  to translate 
 
 

 
5.  Aperture (“Place”) 
 
Light caught in moving water so a line   (imposed by a jealous attention)  structures
  
So lines (vertical) (arc of)    (as)   
   “Fount 
And rough in the basin caught (as) crashing   returned (to) 
   Line of trees following line of fence thinking 
        “That rigidity which” 
Made of (still) the air a haze of light around the  In the (exact) center of the park 
Heard (voice) finishing the finished    Silver? White? What 
 
Predicated path(s) through  (against which: “I would like to live in a liquid house.”) 
 
From apparently similar vantages to look out on the kept  Place 
    Of enclosed vistas, trapped  (Between terms) “faithful” 
So measured 
The circumference, trees Shifting out of alignment 
And back 
Shadowed stop, shadow loosened    In wind blurred air, water- 
    saturated, the fountain (one view of), as through smoke 
Differing from the visibly pointillist    (On occasion) 
Stuff a harder gust splashed  
    out 
On the raked path in the wide swath of sunlit lawn (seen past the wrought iron bars of the fence) a 
still group—singular focus—funereal      
        Under erasure (to) repeat 

 
 

 
6. (      ) As From (This) 
 
(To stay) “in mind”  in waves (inconstant)   recollection  
    Referring  
Sections of   under one / sound another  sonant   
surging crosscurrents (so  near) 
    (apposed)    ghost in throat 
         hearing hearing 
Sectioned off 
dusk swallows       “Bergere o tour...” 
    Flows through 
    Close to    asides 
    lights     Rift 
 
“In” (perspective) “the distance”     (this) shimmers 
Sounds like    
    Narrowing access horizon   (true)  
blank (pink- 
ish) flash    (exact) confluence   quick  
    (spill) 
spell    these several    (traject) 
ways        betray 
as lit     
         beneath which 
Nothing left but where the opaque surface lifts refluent reflecting back 
 
To take         apart     
         In ways   
This stopped    
Breath subject   other 
 
Words for        Silence 

Crossed 
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